W 


BELOIT  COLLEGE 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 
1910-1911 


|IAft"5 


VOL,  IX,  NO.  6 
-OF  — 

THE  BELOIT  COLLEGE  BOLLETIN 

Entered  December  16,  1902,  at  tte  Post  Office  in  Beloit,  Wisconsin,  as 
Second  Class  Matter,  under  Act  of  Congress  of  July  16, 1894, 


m 


& 


lMSf?|t:ll§8iA 


BELOIT  COLLEGE 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


FOR  THE  YEAR 


1910-1911 


BELOIT,  WISCONSIN 

OCTOBER,  1911 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

University  of  Illinois  Urbana-Champaign 


http://archive.org/details/annualreport1011belo 


PRESIDENTS  REPORT 


To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Beloit  College: 

The  college  year  1910-1  1 ,  for  which  we  have  the  honor  of 
presenting  reports  herewith,  has  been  an  unusual  one  in  some  re- 
spects, involving  serious  problems,  especially  in  connection  with 
unexpected  changes  in  the  teaching  force  of  the  College. 

TRUSTEES. 
The  Board  of  Trustees  has  been  favored  throughout  the  year 
with  the  service  of  all  of  the  members  who  constituted  it  a  year 
ago.  In  addition  we  have  been  honored  by  the  acceptance  of 
membership  upon  the  Board  by  the  Right  Reverend  William 
Walter  Webb,  S.  T.  D.,  Bishop  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Diocese  of  Milwaukee.  Bishop  Webb's  entrance  upon  our  Board 
gives  emphasis  in  a  new  and  gratifying  way  to  the  broadly  inter- 
denominational character  of  the  work  of  Beloit,  and  the  wide  in- 
terest taken  in  its  development. 

FACULTY. 

During  the  first  semester  we  were  without  the  invaluable  ser- 
v  es  of  Dean  Collie,  who  had  started  in  June  for  his  sabbatical 
?.bsenc\  which  he  utilized  in  carrying  out  his  long  cherished  pro- 
ject of  a  journey  around  the  world  for  the  purpose  of  observation 
ard  studies  in  Geology,  Geography,  Ethnology  and  Commerce. 
For  months  in  East  Africa  he  journeyed  unattended,  with  exper- 
iences involving  no  little  adventure  and  endurance.  On  that  con- 
tinent, as  well  as  in  Asia  and  the  South  Seas,  he  gathered  mater- 
ial of  which  we  have  had  the  benefit  in  lectures  since  his  return, 
and  will  have  further  in  articles  he  is  preparing. 

The  return  of  Dr.  Collie  in  February,  in  good  health,  occa- 
sioned rejoicing  on  the  part  of  us  all.  The  fidelity  and  tact  with 
which  the  duties  of  the  deanship,  during  his  absence,  were  dis- 
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charged  by  Professor  Robert  C.  Chapin,  have  placed  us  under  no 
little  obligation  to  one  whose  loyalty  to  the  College  has  the  dig- 
nity of  a  noble  inheritance  and  the  fulness  of  unfailing  personal 
devotion. 

Less  than  three  months  after  the  beginning  of  the  college 
year,  Professor  Frank  H.  Chase,  head  of  the  department  of 
English,  suffered  a  nervous  breakdown  so  serious  as  to  necessitate 
the  entire  giving  up  of  his  college  work.  The  generosity  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  in  continuing  his  salary  enabled  him  to  seek  re- 
cuperation under  favorable  conditions  and  with  excellent  results, 
and  he  has  now  accepted  a  position  in  the  art  department  of  the 
Boston  Public  Library,  which  his  studies  and  his  tastes  have 
especially  fitted  him  to  fill.  During  the  six  years  of  Dr.  Chase's 
connection  with  Beloit  he  has  devoted  himself  unstintedly  to  the 
interests  of  the  College.  The  results  of  his  wide  studies  in  liera- 
ture  have  been  at  the  instant  command  of  his  alert  mind.  His 
energy  and  enthusiasm  have  made  him  able  to  undertake  a  large 
amount  of  work;  and  his  courtesy  and  optimistic  spirit  have  given 
added  helpfulness  to  the  service  he  has  loved  to  render.  In  it  all 
he  has  had  the  constant  co-operation  of  his  accomplished  wife. 

It  was  fortunate  that  in  the  sudden  loss  of  Dr.  Chase  the 
College  had  the  benefit  of  the  presence  of  Mr.  George  W.  Sher- 
burn,  who  although  filling  but  an  ad  interim  term,  undertook  cheer- 
fully additional  responsibilities,  and  gave  most  efficient  service 
throughout  the  year,  in  valuable  co-operation  with  Miss  Adams 
and  Mr.  Craver.  The  work  of  the  department  was  strengthened 
by  the  coming  to  it  from  Harvard  of  Mr.  Harold  Guy  Merriam, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  second  semester.  Mr.  Merriam  is  a  grad- 
uate of  the  University  of  Wyoming  in  the  class  of  1905.  From 
1904  to  1907  he  was  Rhodes  Scholar  at  Lincoln  College,  Ox- 
ford, studying  English  language  and  literature,  and  taking  an 
honor   degree   there  in    1907.       1908-10   he   was    Instructor  in 
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English  at  Whitman  College.  In  1 9 1  0  he  received  leave  of  ab- 
sence from  Whitman  to  become  Austin  Scholar  in  the  Graduate 
School  of  Harvard.  Thence  he  was  called  to  Beloit,  entering 
upon  his  duties  here  in  February,  1911.  Notwithstanding  at- 
tractive calls  to  go  elsewhere,  Mr.  Merriam  has  accepted  our  in- 
vitation to  remain  at  Beloit  as  Instructor  in  English. 

The  vacancy  at  the  head  of  the  department  of  English  has 
been  happily  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Professor  John  Edwin 
Wells,  who  brings  to  the  College  fine  literary  gifts,  well  trained 
powers  and  a  record  of  success  in  teaching  and  in  writing.  Mr. 
Wells  graduated  at  Swarthmore  College,  B.  L.,  1896;  M.  L., 
1899;  Columbia  Scholar  in  English,  1899-1901;  M.  A., 
Columbia,  1900;  Yale  Fellow  in  English,  1910-11.  Head  of 
department  of  English  at  Hiram  College,  1910-11.  Editor  of 
the  Middle  English  poem,  "The  Owl  and  the  Nightingale", 
1907.  Contributor  to  Anglia,  Journal  of  English  and  Ger- 
manic Philology,  etc.  Member  of  English  and  American  Literary 
Societies. 

Mr.  Arthur  W.  Craver  having  resigned  after  three  years  of 
helpful  work  as  Instructor  in  Rhetoric,  to  accept  a  position  in 
Miami  University,  appointment  has  been  made  in  his  stead  of 
Mr.  George  Carpenter  Clancy.  It  having  been  our  judgment  for 
some  time  that  the  work  in  Rhetoric  should  be  advanced  to  higher 
academic  standing,  Mr.  Clancy  has  been  called  to  it  with  the  rank 
of  Assistant  Professor.  Mr.  Clancy  is  a  graduate  of  Amherst 
College,  1902.  He  studied  English  at  Harvard,  1906-7,  receiv- 
ing the  degree  of  M.  A.  He  was  Instructor  in  English  at  Syracuse 
University,  1907-10.  He  studied  English  at  the  Graduate 
School  of  Columbia,  1910-1  1 ,  and  was  in  charge  of  English  at 
the  Summer  Session  of  Adelphi  College,  Brooklyn,  1910  and 
1911. 
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The  department  of  Music  which  has  for  nearly  eight  years 
been  ably  administered  by  Mr.  Abram  Ray  Tyler,  became  vacant 
at  the  end  of  the  year  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Tyler.  His  ef- 
ficiency, his  loyalty  to  the  College,  his  musical  knowledge  and 
taste,  and  his  brilliant  ability  as  organist,  have  combined  in  ser- 
vice of  a  high  order  and  have  advanced  in  marked  degree  the  repu- 
tation of  the  College  in  this  department.  He  and  Mrs.  Tyler 
have  made  their  home  a  musical  center  for  the  students,  in  whom 
they  have  taken  hearty  interest.  Their  work  among  us  will  long 
be  appreciatively  remembered. 

To  succeed  Professor  Tyler  choice  has  been  made  of  Mr. 
James  T.  Sleeper,  nephew  of  our  first  Professor  of  Music,  Mr. 
Henry  Dyke  Sleeper  now  head  of  the  department  of  Music  in 
Smith  College,  and  grandson  of  our  second  Professor  of  Music, 
the  beloved  Mr.  Benjamin  D.  Allen.  Mr.  Sleeper  graduated  at 
Amherst  College  in  1 908,  and  then  for  a  year  took  charge  of  the 
work  of  the  Professor  of  Music  at  Amherst  during  his  leave  of 
absence.  For  two  years  he  has  pursued  advanced  musical  studies 
at  Harvard  and  Columbia,  and  he  now  becomes  Assistant  Pro- 
fessor of  Music  in  Beloit. 

After  four  and  a  half  years  of  effective  service  in  building  up 
the  department  of  Romance  Languages,  Assistant  Professor 
George  D.  Fairfield  resigned  at  the  close  of  the  first  semester  to 
accept  an  attractive  business  offer  in  Chicago.  By  the  courtesy 
of  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Charles  Edmund  Young  was 
released  from  his  duties  as  Instructor  in  the  University,  to  carry 
through  the  remainder  of  the  year  the  work  in  Romance  Lan- 
guages at  Beloit.  He  performed  this  task  so  successfully  that  he 
has  been  appointed  Assistant  Professor  in  charge  of  the  depart- 
ment here.  Mr.  Young  graduated  at  Harvard,  B.  A.,  1902. 
He  was  Instructor  in  Modern  Languages,  Milwaukee  Academy, 
1904-9.     Received  the  degree  of  M.  A.,  University  of  Wiscon- 
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sin,  1 908.  Instructor  in  Romance  Languages,  University  of  Wis- 
consin, 1910.     He  has  spent  this  summer  in  study  in  France. 

In  order  to  relieve  the  pressure  upon  the  departments  of  French 
and  German  caused  by  the  increasingly  large  number  of  students 
electing  work  in  them,  an  additional  Instructor  has  been  appointed, 
who  will  divide  his  time  between  them.  Mr.  A.  J.  Walter  Horst, 
who  has  been  chosen  for  this  position,  is  a  German  by  birth  and 
is  familiar  with  German  Literature,  while  his  graduate  studies  at 
Harvard  have  been  wholly  in  the  field  of  Romance  Languages. 
He  graduated  from  Adelbert  College  in  1907,  was  a  graduate 
student  at  Harvard  University,  1907-10,  receiving  the  degree  of 
M.  A.  in  1908,  and  taught  French  in  the  English  High  School 
of  Boston,  1910-11. 

Dr.  Karl  Tinsley  Waugh,  having  discharged  successfully  for 
two  years  the  responsibilities  of  our  departments  of  Philosophy  and 
Psychology,  has  been  advanced  to  the  Squier  Professorship  of 
Mental  Science  and  Philosophy. 

It  is  with  much  satisfaction  that  we  note  that  the  breaks  in  the 
ranks  of  our  Faculty  are  thus  made  good,  and  that  with  the  return 
or  Dean  Collie  and  Professor  Hamilton  from  their  semester  ab- 
sences and  of  Professor  Way  from  his  year  at  the  University  of 
Indiana,  together  with  the  recovery  of  Professor  Densmore  from 
the  impairment  of  his  health  which  necessitated  his  absence  last 
winter,  we  enter  upon  another  year  strongly  reinforced,  with  full 
ranks  and  with  a  spirit  of  unity  and  enthusiasm  pervading  the 
Faculty  which  gives  fine  augury  of  a  year  of  substantial  achieve- 
ment in  all  departments. 

STUDENT  ACTIVITIES. 

The  work  of  the  Young  Men's  and  Young  Women's  Chris- 
tian Associations  has  been  sustained  with  increasing  interest. 

In  Oratory  and  Debating  the  year  has  been  an  excellent  one 
under  the  vigorous  leadership  of  Professor  Crawford.     First  place 
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was  won  in  two  State  Contests  and  high  rank  attained  in  Inter- 
state Contests.  Debates  were  won  from  Knox  and  Grinell,  but 
one  was  lost  to  Albion. 

The  rising  tide  in  Athletics  under  Director  Evans  has  been 
maintained,  the  year  being  the  most  successful  one  for  at  least  a 
decade  and  a  half.  Our  teams  have  held  the  College  Champion- 
ship for  Wisconsin  in  football,  baseball,  basketball  and  track  ath- 
letics, and  in  Illinois  in  track,  baseball  and  tennis.  At  the  same 
time  gymnasium  work  for  both  men  and  women  is  carried  on  with 
increased  efficiency  and  interest,  being  required  of  all  Freshmen 
and  Sophomores,  and  elective  for  Juniors  and  Seniors.  Mr. 
Charles  E.  Smith  has  been  engaged  as  assistant  to  Mr.  Evans  in 
the  gymnasium  for  men.  The  lawn  fete  given  by  the  young  women 
in  the  spring,  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Rogers,  showed  how 
much  progress  is  being  made  under  the  inspiration  of  her  en- 
thusiasm and  skill. 

The  helpful  gift  of  $250  from  the  class  of  1911  toward  a 
fund  of  $1,000  to  be  devoted  to  betterment  of  the  Athletic  Field 
has  led  to  improvements  now  under  way  which  will  greatly  increase 
the  usefulness  of  the  College  Field. 

Chapin  Hall  has  been  growingly  valuable  as  a  factor  in  stu- 
dent life,  especially  as  a  center  for  a  part  of  the  Freshman  Class. 
There  is,  however,  increasing  realization  of  the  need  of  a  building 
to  serve  as  a  Student  Union,  which  shall  be  the  headquarters  of 
various  activities,  religious  and  social,  and  shall  promote  the 
democratization  of  our  student  body. 

A  Greek  play,  the  Electra  of  Sophocles,  was  given  with  the 
excellence  which  has  marked  the  series  of  Greek  dramas  which 
have  brought  so  much  credit  to  the  classical  department  of  Beloit. 
The  Oratorio  of  The  Messiah  was  well  rendered  by  the  Musical 
Association.     A  play  was  presented  by  the  Senior  Class,  entitled 
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"All  the  Comforts  of  Home",  and  the  Shakespeare  Society  of  the 
young  women  gave  another  of  their  attractive  representations, 
playing  "Much  Ado  About  Nothing"  upon  the  greensward  of 
As-You-Like-It  Hill. 

LECTURES  AND  ADDRESSES. 

The  Convocation  address  at  the  opening  of  the  College  year 
was  by  Professor  R.  K.  Richardson,  who  had  just  returned  from 
a  semester's  absence  abroad,  on  "The  Correlation  of  College  Ac- 
tivities". It  was  a  timely  and  stimulating  utterance.  At  intervals 
during  the  year  the  College  has  been  favored  with  interesting  ad- 
dresses, among  which  may  be  specially  mentioned  the  impressive 
one  on  the  Day  of  Prayer  for  Colleges,  by  Rev.  Fred  Staff,  of 
the  class  of  1894,  the  brilliant  Washington's  Birthday  address 
by  President  James  A.  Blaisdell  (of  1  889)  of  Pomona  College, 
and  the  scholarly  and  effective  address  before  the  Christian  Asso- 
ciations on  Sunday  morning  of  Commencement  week  by  Rev. 
James  Benson,  of  the  class  of  1 893. 

The  College  lecture  course  gave  us  a  valuable  series  of  lec- 
tures: by  Rev.  Arthur  J.  Francis  on  "The  Glories  and  Stories  of 
Oxford",  by  Dean  Edwin  H.  Lewis  of  Lewis  Institute  on  "Henrik 
Ibsen",  by  Mr.  Raymond  Robins  on  "American  City  Govern- 
ment", by  Professor  E.  G.  Smith  of  Beloit  on  "Sanitary  Science 
in  the  Public  Service",  by  Mr.  Roy  C.  Andrews  (Beloit,  1906) 
of  the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History,  on  "Whales  and 
Their  Habits",  and  by  Professor  Robert  K.  Richardson  of  Be- 
loit on  "Mediaeval  Thought  in  Mediaeval  Art". 

The  Porter  Lectures  were  given  this  year  by  Rev.  Robert  A. 
Hume,  D.  D.,  of  Ahmednagar,  India,  on  "The  Religious  Evolu- 
tion of  India",  and  well  sustained  the  high  reputation  of  this  lec- 
tureship. 
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PHI  BETA  KAPPA. 
During  the  year  Beloit  was  granted,  by  unanimous  vote  of 
the  electors,  a  charter  of  Phi  Beta  Kappa,  the  oldest  and  most 
honorable  organization  in  the  country  on  the  basis  of  scholarship. 
At  Commencement  the  Chapter  was  installed  with  appropriate  ex- 
ercises, including  an  address  by  Dean  E.  A.  Birge  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Wisconsin,  Councilor  of  the  Society  for  Wisconsin,  and 
an  address  by  Dr.  Edwin  A.  Grosvenor,  President  of  the  United 
Societies  of  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa. 

THE  HARVARD  PROFESSOR. 

Through  the  generosity  of  Harvard  University  Beloit  is  to 
share  annually  with  three  other  Colleges  of  the  interior  a  semester's 
work  of  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Harvard  faculty.  The 
Harvard  Professor  for  the  coming  year  is  Dr.  Albert  Bushnell 
Hart,  who  will  spend  a  month  with  Beloit  giving  both  advanced 
and  popular  courses  in  American  History,  and  sharing  in  all  pos- 
sible ways  the  life  of  the  College.  Beloit  is  invited  to  send  to 
Harvard  each  year  one  of  its  faculty  who  may  desire  to  do  ad- 
vanced work  while  giving  a  moderate  amount  of  instruction;  but 
this  is  optional  with  the  College. 

Such  an  arrangement  is  specially  appropriate  with  the  oldest 
American  University,  which  is  also  the  one  that  insists  most  un- 
equivocally upon  a  full  four  years'  course  in  College  as  a  pre- 
requisite for  admission  to  its  professional  schools. 

THE  PRESIDENT'S  HOUSE. 
The  house  for  the  President  and  his  family,  authorized  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Trustees  in  June,  1910,  was  ready  for  oc- 
cupancy in  February,  1911.  The  experience  and  skill  of  the 
architects,  Messrs.  Patton  and  Miller,  of  Chicago,  and  their  sym- 
pathetic incorporation  of  the  ideas  of  the  President  and  his  wife 
into  their  plans,  the  untiring  helpfulness  of  the  chairman  of  the 
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Building  Committee,  Mr.  C.  B.  Salmon,  and  the  efficiency  and 
courtesy  of  the  contractor,  Mr.  A.  L.  Dearhammer,  have  united 
in  the  production  of  a  building  which  has  won  many  expressions 
of  admiration  and  which  cannot  fail  to  be  of  important  value  to 
the  work  of  the  College,  we  hope  for  many  generations  to  come. 

TWO  MATTERS  OF  VITAL  IMPORTANCE. 
The  increasing  tendency  to  choose  "vocational"  courses  of 
study,  and  the  temptation  to  shorten  the  College  course  which  is 
presented  by  the  combination  courses  offered  by  the  Universities, 
by  which  one  can  be  a  candidate  for  two  degrees  at  once,  gives 
emphasis  to  the  importance  of  two  things  in  the  conduct  of  the 
College.  One  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Faculty  for  maintaining 
the  most  effective  supervision  possible  over  the  intellectual  work  of 
each  student,  and  over  the  development  of  his  character.  If  we 
can  be  true  to  our  function  in  this  regard,  parents  will  continue  to 
realize  the  advantage  to  their  children  of  the  more  intimate  rela- 
tions sustained  in  College  as  compared  with  the  more  unregulated 
and  unrelated  life  among  great  masses  of  students,  and  the  College 
will  continue  to  attract  as  many  students  as  it  can  wisely  admit. 

The  other  is  the  need  of  additional  endowment  to  enable  the 
Trustees  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  members  of  the  Faculty  to 
more  nearly  the  level  of  the  grade  of  service  they  are  expected  to 
render,  and  to  make  such  moderate  increase  of  the  instructional 
force  as  shall  render  possible  the  maintaining  of  the  helpfulness  to 
individual  students  which  is  the  distinction  of  the  true  College. 

In  October  your  President  represented  the  College  at  the  in- 
auguration of  the  President  of  Smith  College,  Northampton,  Mass- 
achusetts. In  January  he  participated  in  the  inauguration  of  our 
own  Professor  Blaisdell  as  President  of  Pomona  College,  Cali- 
fornia, giving  an  address  on  "The  Historic  Service  of  the  Ameri- 
can College",  and  voicing  the  greetings  of  the  many  Colleges  and 


12  BELOIT   COLLEGE   REPORTS 

Universities  assembled  on  the  brilliant  occasion.  He  has  served 
during  the  year  as  Vice  President  of  the  American  Board  of  Com- 
missions for  Foreign  Missions,  as  Vice  President  of  the  North 
Central  Association  of  Colleges  and  Secondary  Schools,  as  Pres- 
ident of  the  Wisconsin  Federation  of  Churches,  and  as  a  member 
of  the  "Commission  of  Nineteen"  of  the  National  Congregational 
Council. 

The  report  of  the  Dean  and  those  of  the  various  departments 
of  the  College  are  appended. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Edward  Dwight  Eaton, 

President. 


REPORT  OF  THE  DEAN 


In  the  absence  of  the  Dean  during  the  first  semester,  his  duties 
were  performed  in  a  generous  spirit  and  with  great  effectiveness  by 
Dr.  R.  C.  Chapin.  The  Dean  wishes  to  express  his  personal  sense 
of  obligation  and  of  gratitude  to  Dr.  Chapin  for  his  readiness  to 
step  into  the  breach  and  perform  the  thankless  task  of  filling  an- 
other's place. 

The  year  witnessed  the  incoming  of  a  large  Freshman  class, 
in  all  probability  abnormally  large,  more  than  should  be  expected 
under  present  conditions.  The  total  enrollment,  409,  was  the 
largest  in  our  history. 

There  were  a  few  cases  of  student  discipline,  one  indefinite 
suspension  for  unworthy  conduct,  several  suspensions,  chiefly  on 
account  of  dishonest  practices  in  examinations.  An  unusually  large 
number  of  men  were  declassed  or  dropped  from  the  College  rolls 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Our  credit  system  and  enhanced  discrminiation  in  marking 
partly  accounts  for  this  unusual  condition.  On  the  other  hand  the 
Dean  feels  that  more  careful  oversight  of  students  on  his  part  might 
have  obviated  a  part  of  this  serious  loss.  Plans  have  been  set  on 
foot  for  much  more  careful  supervision  of  students  than  has  ex- 
isted since  the  numbers  of  students  grew  to  the  present  propor- 
tions. Blanks  have  been  sent  out  to  parents  and  high  school  prin- 
cipals asking  for  data  on  new  students.  It  is  believed  that  these 
data  used  in  connection  with  more  careful  supervisory  methods 
will  enable  the  administration  to  have  detailed  and  personal 
knowledge  of  the  students,  which  will  be  of  great  importance  in 
planning  and  directing  their  work. 

The  Dean  feels  strongly  that  the  Trustees  must  soon  face  the 
question  of  forbidding  freshmen  to  enter  fraternities;  this  policy 
needs  to  be  adopted  as  soon  as  may  be.     This  involves  the  ques- 


14  BELOIT   COLLEGE   REPORTS 

tion  of  erecting  freshmen  dormitories  and  securing  funds  for  the 
purpose. 

Timely  notice — two  or  three  years,  should  also  be  given  to  the 
fraternities,  that  such  a  move  is  contemplated.  We  shall  never 
reach  ideal  democratic  conditions  in  Beloit  until  freshmen  have  an 
opportunity  to  commingle  on  an  equal  footing  for  a  year  and  to 
form  a  strong  personal  friendship  which  will  not  be  broken  by 
fraternity  fellowship.  There  is  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  Uni- 
versities and  Colleges  to  adopt  this  plan,  which  makes  for  the  bet- 
terment of  freshmen,  and  Beloit  may  well  fall  into  line. 

The  total  attendance  at  the  present  writing  is  391  as  against 
the  final  registration  of  409  last  year.  As  the  Freshman  class 
numbers  about  30  less  than  a  year  ago  the  loss  might  be  charged 
to  this  class.  There  has  been  a  loss  of  fifteen  women  in  the 
Freshman  class.  This  loss  need  not  have  happened,  had  there 
been  accommodations  for  more  women;  we  had  to  refuse  admis- 
sion to  quite  a  number  because  at  the  time  all  the  rooms  in  the 
women's  dormitories  were  engaged.  Again  the  Beloit  high  school, 
which  is  our  largest  feeder,  sent  us  thirty-four  students  last  year 
and  only  twenty-two  this  year.  These  two  items  alone  may  explain 
the  difference  in  attendance.  The  Dean  believes  we  must  ex- 
pect variations  in  the  numbers  of  the  entering  class.  The  class 
last  year  was  abnormally  large  and  a  drop  of  less  than  twenty 
may  mean  nothing  at  all.  Yet  we  should  not  be  too  complacent; 
the  whole  question  of  our  relationship  to  secondary  schools  ought 
to  be  thoroughly  investigated  by  a  Faculty  committee  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  President.  There  is  a  good  deal  at  stake  here  and 
it  is  my  earnest  plea  that  the  Trustees  authorize  such  investigation. 

To  the  writer's  mind  a  much  more  significant  and  dangerous 
loss  is  that  which  takes  place  between  the  Sophomore  and  Junior 
years  and  between  the  Freshman  and  Sophomore  years. 
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The  Sophomore  class  during  the  year  numbered  92;  it  has 
entered  upon  the  Junior  year  this  fall  with  a  loss  of  32.  Of  this 
number,  21  have  taken  transcripts  to  other  institutions.  We  are 
losing  heavily  by  this  withdrawal  to  other  schools,  and  the  worst 
of  it  is  we  can  do  little  to  prevent  it.  If  the  Trustees  could  afford 
to  add  six  or  eight  men  to  the  Faculty,  whose  work  would  be  en- 
tirely confined  to  the  upper  years  of  the  College  and  who  would 
give  attractive  advanced  and  research  courses,  it  might  be  possible 
to  hold  a  majority  of  the  students  we  are  now  losing,  but  other- 
wise there  is  little  or  no  use  of  making  the  attempt. 

The  losses  for  the  year  have  been  as  follows:  from  1912,  11 
students;  from  1913,  38  students,  and  from  1914,  86  students, 
a  total  of  135,  or  30  per  cent  of  the  total  student  body.  Dr. 
McLeod  of  the  Chemistry  department  has  prepared  a  very  valu- 
able report  setting  forth  the  loss  of  students  in  Beloit  and  other 
colleges.  His  study  shows  that  on  the  average  any  entering  class 
in  the  best  institutions  loses  from  35  to  40  per  cent  of  its  numbers 
in  the  four  years'  course.  Yet  the  Freshman  class  has  lost  more 
than  this  percentage  in  one  year.  These  facts  call  for  serious  at- 
tention and,  if  possible,  explanation. 

The  Faculty  force  is  practically  complete,  and  all  members 
are  working  in  harmony  and  with  the  best  of  spirit.  The  condi- 
tions in  the  Faculty  were  never  better  than  they  are  today. 

The  Faculty  is  grateful  to  the  Board  for  its  efforts  to  enlarge 
the  equipment  of  the  College,  to  increase  salaries  and  to  make  our 
work  more  vital  and  efficient.  The  Board  has  done  great  things 
for  us,  whereof  we  are  glad  and  thankful. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
G.  L.  Collie, 

Dean. 


REPORT  OF  THE  DEAN  OF  WOMEN 


The  number  of  young  women  enrolled  in  the  College  during 
the  year  1910-191  1  was  155,  divided  as  follows: 

Seniors,  27. 

Juniors,  32. 

Sophomores,  35. 

Freshmen,  61. 

Of  these,  four  because  of  illness,  and  four  because  of  change 
of  plans,  dropped  out  during  the  year.  As  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Delinquencies,  I  have  worked  with  the  others  in 
trying  to  maintain  the  high  standard  of  scholarship.  Several  have 
been  warned  but  no  one  had  to  be  dropped,  which  indicates  good 
and  faithful  work  on  the  part  of  all;  some  have  maintained  rare 
excellence  in  their  work  through  the  year. 

Once  a  month  throughout  the  year  the  young  women  have  met 
for  chapel  service  by  themselves  in  Science  Hall;  at  these  exer- 
cises some  one  from  the  outside  circle  of  friends  or  I  have  talked 
to  them.  I  feel  these  services  have  been  most  helpful  in  bringing 
the  girls  together  and  letting  them  realize  more  fully  the  responsi- 
bilities of  college  women.  Another  great  help  during  the  year 
was  their  room  in  Scoville  Hall  which  was  in  use  practically  all 
the  time  as  a  rest  room,  committee  room  for  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.,  a 
social  gathering  place  when  tea  was  served  and  a  general  center 
for  the  activities  of  the  young  women. 

The  fact  that  the  Freshmen  girls  were  housed  in  four  buildings 
last  year  made  it  a  little  hard  to  maintain  the  unity  of  the  entering 
class  of  girls.  By  several  "at  homes"  to  the  young  women,  by 
calling  as  often  as  possible,  by  the  informal  gatherings  among  the 
girls  themselves,  by  the  increased  efficiency  of  the  Y.  W.  C.  A., 
the  college  life  among  them  has  been  strengthened,  and  in  spite  of 


DEAN      OP     WOMEN  17 

some  discouraging  aspects  there  have  been  real   gains   in  every 
respect. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Kathryn  Newell  Adams. 


REPORT  OF  DEPARTMENTS 


Astronomy  and  the  Observatory. 
(Professor  Hamilton.) 

The  courses  in  Astronomy  and  Surveying  were  abridged  dur- 
ing the  past  two  year,  owing  to  the  absence  of  your  Director  dur- 
ing the  second  semester.  The  usual  first  semester  course  in  De- 
scriptive Astronomy  wa  given  in  full;  and  in  Surveying,  a  three- 
hour,  one-semester  course  was  substituted  for  the  usual  year  course 
in  this  subject.  Forty-two  students  were  enrolled  in  the  former 
course  and  ten  in  the  latter.  In  each  of  the  courses  the  preparation 
of  the  students  was  somewhat  better  than  in  previous  years,  and 
altogether  the  courses  were  more  satisfactory  from  the  instructor's 
standpoint  than  ever  before. 

In  accordance  with  the  program  laid  out  in  the  previous  year 
and  given  in  the  last  report,  the  large  telescope  has  been  provided 
with  right  ascension  clamp  and  slow  motion  attachments.  These 
are  a  distinct  addition  to  the  equipment  of  the  telescope,  and  were 
made  by  Wm.  Gaertner  &  Co.  of  Chicago  at  a  total  cost  of 
nearly  $300.00.  The  telescope  was  dismounted  and  shipped  to 
Chicago  for  this  purpose;  this  being  the  first  removal  of  the  instru- 
ment from  its  pier  since  placed  in  position  at  the  time  of  the  build- 
ing of  the  Observatory.  The  new  additions  have  been  tested  and 
are  altogether  satisfactory,  making  the  telescope  as  it  stands  today 
equal  in  efficiency  to  the  best  modern  instruments  of  its  class. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  your  Director  to  have  the  mounting  of  the 
Astronomical  transit  completed  within  the  next  year, — the  mount- 
ing which  was  made  in  1898  under  the  direction  of  the  former 
director  being  deficient,  in  that  no  adequate  base  was  provided. 

During  the  past  year  a  new  Dumpy  Level  was  purchased  of 
E.  Dietzgen  &  Co.  for  the  surveying  outfit  at  a  cost  of  $96.00. 
Also  about  $50.00  was  spent  for  overhauling  surveying  instru- 
ments and  for  minor  supplies. 

During  the  sabbatical  leave  of  absence,  which  was  granted 
your  Director  for  the  second  semester  of  the  past  year,  it  was  his 
privilege  to  spend  almost  eight  months  in  study  and  travel.  Four 
months  of  this  period  were  spent  at  the  Georg-August  University 
at  Goettingen,   Hanover,  where  he  took  lectures  in  Mathematics. 
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under  Professors  Klein  and  Hilbert  for  a  portion  of  the  time.  His 
purpose  in  going  to  this  University  was  to  study  the  great  so-called 
Reform  Movement  in  teaching  Mathematics  which  is  just  now 
spreading  over  Germany.  This  movement  has  at  its  head  Pro- 
fessor Klein  of  Goettingen.  The  chief  objects  of  the  movement 
are  ( 1  )  to  arouse  a  greater  interest  in  the  subject  of  Mathematics, 
especially  in  the  secondary  schools  and  to  endeavor  to  draw  the 
teachers  of  the  subject  from  the  ruts  into  which  they  have  fallen, 
(2)  to  add  more  practical  phases  to  the  subject  so  that  students 
who  have  finished  courses  in  Mathematics  shall  be  better  fitted  for 
affairs  of  practical  life. 

To  carry  out  the  reforms  above  suggested  the  entire  subject 
matter  of  secondary  school  Mathematics,  as  well  as  a  portion  of 
that  in  the  universities,  is  being  revised;  and  also  the  method  of 
presentation  by  the  teacher  is  being  changed.  It  was  also  a 
pleasure  to  your  Director  to  be  able  to  spend  some  three  weeks 
in  visiting  secondary  schools  in  Goettingen  and  Hanover,  visiting 
in  particular  the  classes  in  Mathematics.  Some  of  these  schools 
were  conducted  on  the  reformed  plan,  and  some  were  not;  thus 
an  opportunity  was  given  to  observe  the  changes  being  made  and 
to  study  in  some  degree  the  beneficial  effects. 

Besides  the  stay  at  Goettingen,  your  Director  had  opportun- 
ities to  visit  several  of  the  noted  Observatories  of  Europe.  Here 
the  working  out  of  the  many  problems  in  the  field  of  Astronomical 
research  were  observed.  He  is  especially  indebted  to  the  Direct- 
ors of  the  Yerkes  Observatory  and  the  Mt.  Wilson  Astrophysical 
Observatory  for  their  aid  in  procuring  permission  for  such  visits. 
By  aid  of  kind  letters  of  introduction  from  these  sources  he  was 
permitted  to  inspect  the  National  Astrophysical  Observatory  at 
Potsdam,  the  Treptow  Observatory  at  Berlin,  the  Grandducal 
Observatory  at  Heidelberg,  the  National  Observatory  at  Paris, 
and  the  National  British  Observatory  at  Greenwich.  He  feels 
that  these  visits  were  extremely  profitable,  and  hopes  that  the  ef- 
fects of  this  part  of  the  year's  experiences  as  well  as  his  studies  at 
Goettingen  may  have  a  good  influence  upon  his  usefulness  to  the 
College. 

The  income  of  the  endowment,  together  with  the  fee  charged 
in  the  courses,  seems  to  be  adequate  for  the  keeping  up  of  the  Ob- 
servatory and  the  addition  of  certain  improvements  from  year  to 
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year  the  College  has  lost  students  who,  if  a  reasonable  amount  of 
the  intention  from  time  to  time  to  add  to  the  equipment  of  the  Sur- 
veying work  until  a  fairly  respectable  outfit  is  completed.  The  in- 
creasing demand  for  Surveying  would  seem  to  justify  offering  this 
course  every  year  instead  of  in  alternate  years,  as  at  present.  Each 
year  the  College  has  lost  student  who,  if  a  reasonable  amount  of 
Surveying  had  been  open  to  them  here,  would  have  gone  on  to 
finish  a  College  course  at  Beloit.  In  this  connection  your  Director 
would  again  respectfully  call  attention  to  the  desirability  of  mak- 
ing provision  for  a  regular  instructor  in  Mechanical  Drawing  who 
could  also  help  out  in  other  lines  of  work  which  are  now  cared  for 
by  the  combined  departments  of  Mathematics  and  Astronomy. 
The  reasons  for  this  were  given  more  fully  in  the  last  report. 


Biblical  Literature. 
(Professor  Deane.) 

The  course  in  Biblical  Introduction,  which  is  required  of  all 
Freshmen,  has  followed  the  same  lines  as  in  previous  years.  The 
large  numbers  in  the  Freshmen  class  compelled  me  to  divide  the 
class  into  four  divisions  instead  of  three.  This  gave  me  a  better 
opportunity  to  know  the  individual  members  of  the  class  and  to 
work  with  them  to  better  advantage.  The  response  of  the  stu- 
dents to  this  required  course  is  encouraging,  though  some  do  not 
grasp  the  scope  and  character  of  work  to  be  expected  of  college 
students.  The  work  in  the  second  semester  on  the  history  of  the 
Bible  was  especially  timely  in  view  of  the  observance  of  the  ter- 
centenary of  the  King  James  Version.  The  last  lecture  was  de- 
livered by  Rev.  W.  A.  Rowell,  who  spoke  on  the  place  of  the 
Bible  in  English  literature. 

A  two-hour  course  in  Old  Testament  History  and  Literature 
was  given  as  a  sophomore  elective  instead  of  the  two  one-hour 
courses  in  Old  Testament  Introduction  and  Wisdom  Literature. 
This  change  is  calculated  to  secure  better  results  though  it  may 
be  at  the  cost  of  lighter  elections. 

In  the  upper  classes  two  courses  were  offered,  each  for  two 
hours,  the  first  semester  on  the  Teachings  of  Jesus,  and  the  second 
semester  on  Christian  Origins. 
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The  course  in  Oriental  History  formerly  offered  by  Professor 
Blaisdell  was  withdrawn.  In  its  place  will  be  offered  a  course  on 
Christianity  in  the  Roman  Empire.  The  course  in  the  History  of 
Religion  was  withdrawn  for  one  year  only,  to  be  restored  to  the 
schedule  next  year. 

There  were  no  elections  in  the  course  in  Hebrew.  It  might 
be  well  to  encourage  prospective  candidates  for  the  ministry  to 
secure  a  knowledge  of  the  elements  of  the  language  before  enter- 
ing the  theological  seminary. 

The  department  does  not  advise  students  to  major  in  Biblical 
Literature,  but  presents  its  courses  as  contributory  to  general  cul- 
ture and  a  means  to  equipment  for  lay  service  in  the  teaching  min- 
istry of  the  churches.  To  one  who  has  taken  ten  hours  in  Biblical 
Literature  with  certain  other  courses  in  Pedagogy  and  History, 
the  Congregational  Sunday  School  and  Publishing  Society  will 
issue  a  certificate  recommending  the  recipient  as  a  teacher  in  the 
church  Bible  schools.  This  may  give  to  the  students  a  more  defi- 
nite idea  of  the  value  of  the  courses  as  a  furnishing  for  large  per- 
sonal usefulness. 


Botany. 
(Professor  Densmore.) 

The  work  of  the  department  of  Botany  was  impaired  during 
the  past  year  by  the  absence,  during  a  part  of  the  year,  of  the 
head  of  the  department  on  account  of  illness.  The  work  was 
modified,  however,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  enable  the  assistants 
to  carry  on  the  courses  until  my  return  at  the  opening  of  the 
spring  term. 

The  courses  in  the  department  have  been  modified  for  the 
purpose  of  making  accessible  early  in  the  college  course  those 
phases  of  Botany  which  students  need  for  the  various  callings  for 
which  it  is  coming  to  be  recognized  as  a  necessary  foundation. 
All  courses  in  Botany  have  been  made  semester  intead  of  year 
courses  in  order  that  students  may  select  what  they  desire  or  what 
they  need  without  being  required  to  take  parts  of  the  work  which 
they  do  not  feel  are  desirable.  It  is  too  early  to  predict  the  effect 
of  these  changes  on  the  work  of  the  department  but  there  can  be 
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little  question  of  the  soundness  of  the  principle  upon  which  the 
changes  are  based. 

The  course  in  General  Biology  continues  to  be  the  large 
course  of  the  department,  numbering  97  students  this  year.  The 
laboratory  work  is  being  done  in  sections  by  two  competent  assist- 
ants; the  lecture  and  quiz  work  by  the  head  of  the  department. 
This  plan  of  turning  over  the  details  of  laboratory  work  to  assist- 
ants, thus  freeing  the  professor  in  charge  from  so  large  an  ex- 
penditure of  time  and  effort,  is  one  of  the  advance  steps  in  the 
progress  we  are  making  at  Beloit  toward  better  teaching  in  the  last 
two  years  of  the  course.  The  present  large  influx  of  students  into 
the  first  two  years'  work  of  the  various  departments  is  a  serious 
menace  to  the  effectiveness  of  the  work  of  the  professors  in  those 
departments  for  the  Juniors  and  Seniors.  The  policy  of  granting 
assistants  to  professors  for  the  large  classes  of  the  first  two  years 
is  therefore  wise  economy  and  should  be  extended  as  rapidly  as  the 
College  funds  will  allow.  The  work  in  Botany  and  Biology  is 
starting  out  with  unusual  interest  and  there  is  every  indication  of 
a  successful  and  pleasant  year's  work. 


Chemistry. 
(Professor  E.   G.   Smith.) 

The  work  of  the  department  has  been  conducted  as  sched- 
uled. About  1  30  students  elected  courses  during  the  year,  the 
largest  course  being  that  in  General  Chemistry.  The  larger  num- 
ber in  the  course  necessitated  the  formation  of  three  sections;  two 
of  these  are  carried  by  the  instructor  and  one  by  myself.  We 
have  found  it  most  advantageous  to  divide  into  sections  so  that 
those  who  have  had  the  subject  before  are  together  using  an  ad- 
vanced text  for  recitation  work  with  laboratory  exercises  of  a 
quantitative  character.  In  order  to  do  the  work  we  now  have  five 
balances  of  sufficient  accuracy  so  that  the  finer  balances  can  be 
kept  for  exact  analytical  work.  This  division  of  the  classes  re- 
quired many  hours  for  instruction  but  is  the  only  method  by  which 
to  secure  best  results. 

During  the  year  I  have  had  the  able  assistance  of  Dr.  Andrew 
McLeod,  who  has  had  a  wide  experience  in  the  laboratories  of 
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the  Universities  of  Wisconsin  and  Chicago.  Mr.  Duane  Gleg- 
horne  acted  as  laboratory  assistant  during  the  first  semester  until 
he  was  called  to  Chicago  as  assistant  in  connection  with  the  Na- 
tional Food  Studies  conducted  by  Prof.  J.  H.  Long.  For  the 
second  semester  we  were  forced  back  to  the  less  satisfactory  use 
of  seniors  as  student  assistants,  a  policy  which  to  my  mind  is  wholly 
unwise  for  the  College  where  such  large  classes  are  concerned. 

The  most  important  matter  of  the  year  was  the  burning  out  of 
the  General  Laboratory  on  the  second  floor,  which  undoubtedly 
caught  fire  from  an  ordinary  gas  stove  carelessly  left  burning  by 
the  janitor.  The  loss  was  adjusted  quite  satisfactorily  at 
$1,015.83,  and  with  this  money  the  laboratory  was  relined  and 
rebuilt  and  all  the  laboratories  including  the  Botanical  laboratory 
above  redecorated,  so  that  the  laboratories  now  are  in  better 
shape  than  ever  before.  Also  the  laboratory  and  lecture  room 
have  been  fully  wired  and  equipped  with  light,  so  that  they  can 
be  used  in  the  evening.  The  lecture-room  especially  has  been 
greatly  improved  by  the  new  lighting  scheme  which  was  planned 
by  the  kindness  of  Dr.  Culver. 

We  are  compelled  to  carry  a  stock  of  inflammable  materials, 
such  as  ether,  hydrogen  peroxid,  fuming  nitric  acid,  phosphorus, 
These  are  kept  in  a  room  by  themselves  but  constitute  a  menace 
to  the  building  no  matter  how  careful  we  may  be.  Twice  since 
the  building  was  erected  in  1  892  we  have  had  cases  of  spontan- 
eous combustion  in  the  room.  I  have  urged  the  erection  of  a  small 
building  in  the  court  outside  of  the  main  building  to  be  of  brick 
and  concrete  where  the  dangerous  material  can  be  stored.  I  am 
always  uneasy  about  these  inflammable  stores  and  hope  you  may 
see  the  advisability  of  providing  at  once  for  a  small  building  about 
ten  feet  square. 

A  good  many  pieces  of  new  apparatus  have  been  purchased 
during  the  year.  Addition  has  been  made  especially  to  the  de- 
partment of  Physical  Chemistry  in  the  way  of  apparatus,  special 
wiring,  etc.  We  must  meet  the  demand  for  more  apparatus  and 
appliances  for  this  newest  development  of  the  science  for  the 
greatest  change  in  the  department  in  the  immediate  future  will  be 
made  in  this  direction. 
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Economics. 

(Professor  Chapin.) 

The  only  change  in  the  courses  in  this  department  has  been 
the  lengthening  of  the  course  in  elementary  economics  to  a  year- 
course.  This  has  been  accomplished  by  giving  up  the  course  in 
Economic  History,  which  occupied  the  first  half  of  the  year.  It 
is  believed  that  the  more  thorough  grounding  in  the  principles  of 
Economics  which  is  possible  under  the  new  plan  is  preferable  to 
the  division  of  the  year  between  the  two  courses.  The  work  of 
the  students  in  the  various  courses  has  been  well  sustained.  An 
honor  thesis  on  the  relation  of  a  central  bank  to  crises,  prepared 
by  a  member  of  the  graduating  class,  was  highly  commended  by 
two  distinguished  critics  in  neighboring  universities. 

The  increase  in  the  size  of  the  classes  increases  the  need  of 
the  department  for  library-books.  According  to  modern  methods 
of  the  subject,  which  in  large  numbers  are  published  every  year, 
provided.  But  this  requirement  absorbs  an  increasing  proportion 
of  the  departmental  allowance  from  the  book-funds  and  leaves 
too  little  to  keep  up  with  the  important  additions  to  the  literature 
of  the  subject  which  in  large  numbers  are  published  every  year. 
The  larger  classes,  too,  tax  to  the  utmost  the  capacity  of  the 
lecture-room,  as  of  all  the  class-rooms  in  North  College,  and  the 
instructor  cherishes  the  hope  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when 
the  historical  and  literary  departments  shall  be  housed  in  a  modern 
building  and  freed  from  the  difficulties  of  choked  exits  and  uncer- 
tain ventilation  that  beset  them  in  their  present  quarters. 


Geology. 

(Professor  Collie.) 

The  department  is  able  to  report  substantial  gains  during  the 
year  in  rock  specimens,  maps,  books,  lantern  slides,  etc.,  all.  of 
which  place  the  already  well  equipped  department  on  a  better 
basis.  The  instructor  has  revised  the  courses  somewhat  during  the 
year  in  order  to  bring  them  more  into  accord  with  certain  modern 
tendencies  in  Geology  and  Geography.  Forty  students  were  en- 
rolled in  Geology   1 ,  and  forty-eight  in  the  other  courses  offered. 
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During  the  year  it  was  the  privilege  of  the  instructor  to  do  some 
Geological  investigation  in  British  East  Africa,  Australia  and 
New  Zealand.  He  is  now  preparing  several  papers  for  publication 
which  have  grown  out  of  these  investigations. 

Through  the  liberality  of  Mr.  F.  G.  Logan,  a  number  of  large 
substantial  cases  have  been  added  to  the  equipment  of  the  de- 
partment and  as  a  result  it  is  now  possible  to  establish  a  Geological 
Museum,  which  should  be  considered,  at  least  in  name,  an  adjunct 
of  the  Logan  Museum.  The  new  museum  will  add  greatly  to  the 
effectiveness  and  value  of  the  Geological  work  in  the  College.  Mr. 
I.  M.  Buell,  the  Curator,  is  now  busily  engaged  in  unpacking,  la- 
beling and  arranging  the  La  Brea  Bed  and  Rivers  collections  of 
Pleistocene  fossils  for  exhibit.  These  very  valuable  collections, 
secured  through  the  joint  efforts  of  Mr.  Logan  and  Mr.  Buell, 
are  extensive  enough  to  fill  most  of  the  cases  of  themselves.  As 
soon  as  possible  the  museum  will  be  thrown  open  to  the  public. 
It  will  be  located  in  the  large  laboratory  on  the  second  floor,  in  the 
south  wing  of  Science  Hall. 


German. 
(Professor  Dubee.) 

The  large  attendance  of  students,  during  the  year  1910-191  1, 
had  its  effect  also  on  the  German  department.  More  than  250 
students  were  enrolled  in  the  various  German  courses.  The  over- 
crowding was  especially  noticeable  in  the  courses  for  Freshmen, 
with  34  students  in  German  1 ,  and  1  1 2  in  German  3.  It  be- 
came necessary  to  divide  the  latter  into  four  sections,  but  even  then 
the  number  of  students  was  too  large  for  most  effective  work. 

The  elections  of  more  advanced  courses  also  were  larger  than 
ever  before,  the  division  of  German  9  into  two  sections  became 
necessary,  in  order  to  bring  the  classes  down  to  a  workable  size. 
This  gave  the  Professor  in  charge  19  teaching-hours  per  week, 
throughout  the  year,  while  the  instructor,  Mr.  Menger,  had  his 
full  quota  of  sixteen  hours. 

One  very  gratifying  factor  in  the  large  enrollment  in  the 
German  department  is  the  constantly  growing  interest  of  the  more 
mature  students  in  the  advanced  courses,  which  were  elected  by 
23  Seniors. 
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The  outlook  for  the  coming  year  is  very  bright,  owing  to  the 
sympathetic  co-operation  of  the  administration  with  the  aims  of 
this  department,  and  the  liberality  of  the  Trustees,  who  have  pro- 
vided an  addition  to  the  instructional  force  by  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Horst,  as  instructor  in  German  and  French.  This  new  ar- 
rangement will  relieve  the  head  of  the  department  of  excessive 
work  in  the  class-room,  and  will  also  enable  us  to  keep  our 
courses  for  Freshmen  down  to  a  size  which  makes  thorough  and 
individual  work  possible. 


Greek  Literature  and  Art. 
(Professor  Wright.) 

In  the  belief  that  some  knowledge  of  Greek  literature  is  essen- 
tial for  the  best  equipment  of  such  of  our  students  as  are  able  to 
take  courses  in  the  more  modern  European  literatures,  the  Depart- 
ment of  Greek,  under  the  advice  of  the  Committee  on  Courses  of 
Study,  has  opened  to  Freshmen  its  courses  in  Greek  Literature 
in  English,  formerly  given  for  Juniors  and  Seniors  only.  The 
suggestion  has  been  made  that  the  name  of  the  course  might  be 
changed  to  Foundation  Studies  in  Literature.  As  soon  as  opened 
this  course  was  elected,  during  the  second  semester  of  the  year,  by 
forty-seven  students,  while  the  election  for  the  next  year  promises 
a  much  larger  class,  necessitating  two  divisions. 

This  department  will  also  offer  to  Freshmen  next  year  a  new 
one-semester  course  in  Greek  History. 

It  is  believed  that  the  opening  of  the  two  courses  above  men- 
tioned may  considerably  relieve  the  embarrassing  pressure  of  num- 
bers in  certain  Freshman  courses  of  other  departments.  Moreover 
the  Greek  department  is  encouraged  in  finding  herein  a  solution  of 
the  often-mentioned  problem  of  keeping  the  present  generation  of 
students  in  touch  with  classical  culture  subjects.  Another  encour- 
agement to  the  department  is  in  the  generous  and  sympathetic  in- 
terest of  the  Faculty  as  a  whole  in  sustaining  the  valued  traditional 
subjects  of  education  that  have  been  losing  ground  in  many  insti- 
tutions of  our  region. 

After  a  three  years'  interval  since  the  rendition  of  the  College 
Greek  play  of  1 908,  the  department  during  the  second  semester  of 
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the  year  produced  the  Electra  of  Sophocles  with  the  enthusiastic 
support  of  about  seventy  students  actively  participating.  The  un- 
doubted successes  of  the  Beloit  Greek  Plays  are  never  mainly  in 
the  way  of  financial  results,  as  the  expenses  involved  are  large. 
The  proceeds  from  the  performance  of  the  Electra  make  available 
for  the  use  of  the  department  only  about  $30.00.  This  amount 
is  to  be  expended  for  needed  wall-maps  for  the  Greek  room  and 
for  other  illustrative  material. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  repeat  here  the  suggestion  ventured  in 
a  former  report  that  an  appropriation  of  from  twenty-five  to  fifty 
dollars  annually,  to  be  spent  for  lantern-slides,  would  enrich  the 
work  of  the  large  classes  in  The  History  of  Art. 


History. 
(Professor  Richardson.) 

The  year  1910-1  1  was  marked  by  the  temporary  absence  of 
Professor  Way,  as  stated  in  last  year's  report,  his  place  being 
filled  by  Mr.  Frank  A.  Neff.  The  absence  of  Professor  Rich- 
ardson the  previous  half  year,  and  the  unusual  conditions  in  the 
American  History  side  of  the  work  during  the  year  in  question,  re- 
sulted in  a  somewhat  abnormal  influx  of  students  into  the  work  in 
European  History,  which  will  lead  to  a  corresponding  reaction 
in  the  year  1911-12. 

It  was  noted  in  last  year's  report  that  "the  chief  problem  of 
the  department  is  the  adequate  management  of  the  Freshman  work 
without  detriment  to  vital  upper  courses".  This  problem  was 
largely  solved  last  year  by  the  very  helpful  work  of  Mr.  Neff  as 
assistant  in  the  Freshman  course  and  by  the  facilities  offered  by 
the  Treasurer's  office  in  the  matter  of  the  typewriting  of  assign- 
ments, outlines  and  the  like.  During  the  coming  year  the  some- 
what diminished  number  of  Freshmen  in  the  College  and  in  the 
Freshman  courses,  the  offering  of  a  course  to  Freshmen  in  Ancient 
History,  by  Professors  Wright  and  Calland,  and  the  work  of  Dr. 
McLeod  as  assistant  in  the  still  large  Mediaeval  History  course, 
will,  for  the  time-being  at  least,  materially  lighten  the  burden.  On 
the  other  hand  the  question  of  the  indispensible  typewriting  is  still 
left  undecided.      The  need  of  an  assured  support  for  this  kind 
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of  work  is  imperative  at  Beloit  if  up-to-date  teaching  is  to  be  car- 
ried on.  The  Scientific  departments  provide  for  this  kind  of  work 
from  their  fees,  but  the  other  departments  are  at  present  pre- 
cluded from  enjoying  such  regular  sources  of  supply. 


Latin. 
(Professor  Calland.) 
The  college  year  1910-1  1  was  a  banner  year,  at  least  as  far 
as  numbers  go,  in  the  history  of  the  Latin  department.  The  total 
elections  reached  one  hundred  twenty-six,  sixteen  more  than  in 
1903-4,  the  highest  previous  enrollment.  This  was  due  in  part 
to  the  unprecedentedly  large  elections  in  the  course  in  Roman 
Antiquities,  but  the  number  of  students  electing  advanced  courses 
in  Latin  was  also  large.  This  condition  of  things  naturally  has 
been  most  satisfying  to  the  head  of  the  department,  especially  as 
this  growth  in  the  upper  classes  has  come  about  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  the  number  of  Freshmen  who  elect  work  in  Latin  has 
been  slowly  but  surely  decreasing  every  year;  and  it  is  from  the 
Freshmen  Latin  students  that  the  upper  courses  must  be  recruited. 
Most  of  all  is  it  gratifying  when  we  consider  the  condition  of 
Latin  in  other  colleges  and  in  the  universities  of  the  middle  west. 
For  the  past  five  years  Latin  has  been  rapidly  losing  ground  be- 
cause of  the  mad  rush,  beginning  almost  with  the  kindergarten 
grades,  into  the  so-called  practical  and  utilitarian  subjects.  Just 
when  the  pendulum  will  swing  the  other  way,  or  whether  it  ever 
will,  is  a  question  which  no  one  is  in  a  position  at  the  present  time 
to  answer. 

The  plan,  mentioned  in  a  previous  report,  of  offering,  in  alter- 
nate years,  to  Freshmen  who  enter  College  without  the  foreign 
language  requirement,  course  (a)  in  Latin  Grammar  and  Caesar, 
and  course  (b)  in  Ceciro  and  Vergil,  has  proved  to  be  a  wise  one, 
Professor  Burr  is  in  charge  of  these  two  courses.  Fourteen  Fresh- 
men have  elected  course  (a)  which  is  being  given  the  present 
year. 

On  recommendation  by  the  History  department  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Courses  of  Study,  the  Latin  department  now  offers  a 
three-hour    semester    course    in    Roman    History,    which   will    be 


MATHEMATICS  29 

given  for  the  first  time  the  second  semester  of  this  year.  Not  only 
is  this  subject  worthy  of  a  place  in  the  College  curriculum,  but  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  it  is  indispensable  to  students  who  plan  to 
teach  History  in  the  high  schools.  In  several  other  institutions 
this  branch  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Latin  departments.  This  method 
seems  to  be  the  most  practicable  as  well  as  the  most  economical. 
The  department  appreciates  fully  the  appropriation  of  $25 
voted  last  year  by  the  Board  of  Trustees.  Every  dollar  will  be 
wisely  spent.     A  like  amount  will  be  needed  every  year. 


Mathematics. 
(Professor  T.  A.  Smith.) 

During  the  first  semester  I  had  charge  of  two  sections  of 
Freshman  Algebra,  also  of  classes  in  Analytic  Geometry  and  Cal- 
culus, in  Integral  Calculus,  in  Analytic  Mechanics,  and  in  the 
Elements  of  Analytic  Geometry  and  Calculus,  this  latter  designed, 
when  followed  by  History  of  Mathematics  in  the  second  semester', 
to  prepare  for  teaching  High  School  Mathematics. 

There  is  now  quite  a  concerted  effort  to  raise  the  standard  of 
teaching  Mathematics  in  High  Schools  and  one  requisite  is  a  bet- 
ter equipment  of  the  teacher.  The  teacher  should  know  much 
more  Mathematics  than  he  will  be  called  on  to  teach  and  the  Ele- 
ments of  Analytic  Geometry  and  Calculus,  at  least,  and  an  ac- 
quaintance with  the  historical  development  of  Mathematics  and 
the  men  who  have  contributed   to  this   development  is   essential. 

During  the  second  semester,  owing  to  the  absence  of  Profes- 
sor Hamilton,  I  had  charge  of  all  the  Freshman  Mathematics  in 
three  rather  large  sections,  and  in  addition  had  a  class  in  An- 
alytics and  Calculus  and  one  in  the  History  of  Mathematics. 

The  method  of  teaching  has  been  somewhat  different  from 
that  of  previous  years.  Analytics  and  Calculus  have  been  taught 
jointly  rather  than  successively,  somewhat  after  the  German  meth- 
od, designed  to  emphasize  the  unity  of  the  subject  rather  than  its 
directness  as  formerly,  and  also  to  show  the  mutual  relations 
of  what  were  formerly  considered  separate  branches  of  Mathe- 
matics. The  old  idea  that  Mathematics  was,  to  some  extent,  a 
branch  of  Logic  was  carried  too  far  and  led  to  cumbrous  and 
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lengthy  methods  of  demonstration:  now,  while  Mathematics  is  no 
less  logical  in  its  methods,  it  is  thought  best  to  emphasize  An- 
alytic methods  rather  than  Geometric,  and  to  employ  the  notation 
and  principles  of  the  Calculus  early  and  so  shorten,  simplify  and 
generalize  the  work.  I  think  the  results  good  and  will  continue 
the  method  and  extend  it  in  the  lower  as  well  as  higher  branches. 
As  a  means  to  this,  we  are  using  in  the  present  work  a  text  com- 
bining Algebra  and  Trigonometry  where  each  subject  is  made 
to  contribute  to  the  development  of  the  other. 

The  result  and  partly  the  object  of  the  method  is  to  remove 
the  Calculus  from  its  advanced  position  where  only  the  favored 
few  can  get  in  touch  with  it  and  bring  it  down  to  the  rank  of  a 
common,  useful  servant  at  the  disposal  of  all  who  make  even  a 
slight  advance  into  the  region  of  Mathematics. 


Pedagogy. 

(Professor  Burr.) 

The  most  important  change  made  in  this  department  is  the 
addition  of  a  course  in  "Religious  Education",  offered  for  the 
year  1912.  The  work  will  include  a  study  of  the  child,  adoles- 
cent and  adult  types  of  religious  experience,  and  the  agencies, 
ends  and  methods  of  moral  and  religious  education.  The  Ap- 
plied Psychology  class  numbered  twenty,  all  Seniors.  The  larger 
place  psychology  is  having,  not  only  in  education  but  in  the 
practical  affairs  of  life,  is  making  this  study  one  of  growing  im- 
portance to  all  students. 

The  course  in  Methods  and  Organization  which  followed  in 
the  second  semester  was  taken  by  twenty-two  Seniors.  The  class 
is  divided  into  four  groups  during  the  last  of  the  semester  for 
practice  teaching.  This  adds  heavily  to  the  instructor's  hours, 
but  is  a  most  helpful  part  of-  the  work. 

The  History  of  Education,  a  two-hour  course,  was  given  in 
the  second  semester  instead  of  the  first.  This  was  done  to  provide 
a  study  for  those  who  had  taken  Psychology  the  first  semester. 
There  were  fifteen  in  the  class. 

During  the  fall  semester  a  teacher's  course  in  History  was 
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given  in  Professor  Way's  absence.  The  class  of  ten  had  one 
hour  a  week  with  Professor  Richardson  and  one  with  me. 

The  two  one-hour  courses  for  Latin  teachers  were  elected  by 
ten  students  this  year.  Teachers'  courses  were  also  given  in  Ger- 
man, Mathematics,  Chemistry,  English  and  Botany  by  the  heads 
of  the  departments. 

Of  the  class  of  fifty-nine  which  graduated  in  June,  twenty- 
seven  are  now  engaged  in  teaching.  All  but  five  took  the  courses 
in  Pedagogy.  There  are  six  who  are  prepared  to  teach  who 
have  not  yet  secured  positions,  making  thirty-three  of  last  year's 
class  who  are  teaching  or  looking  to  that  service. 

I  have  carried  also  the  work  of  the  "Committee  on  Appoint- 
ments". With  few  exceptions  the  last  year's  class  secured  their 
appointments  through  the  committee.  The  work  suffered  from 
the  delays  caused  by  the  lack  of  sufficient  office  help.  This  ser- 
vice to  our  alumni  is  well  worth  the  doing,  for  it  is  one  of  the  ways 
of  binding  them  to  the  service  of  the  College,  and  opening  the 
way  to  new  students. 

In  addition  to  the  above  work  a  Freshman  Latin  class  was 
carried  through  the  year. 


Philosophy  and  Psychology. 
(Professor  Waugh.) 

The  past  year  has  shown  a  marked  increase  in  the  enrollment 
in  all  courses  offered  in  the  department. 

There  were  in  all  1  35  elections  made,  as  compared  with  105, 
the  previous  year, — a  gain  of  28  per  cent;  the  greatest  increase 
being  in  the  large  course  in  Elementary  Psychology.  The  over- 
crowding of  this  course  might  be  obviated  by  a  strict  adherence 
to  the  plan  which  we  advocated  in  our  last  report,  i.  e.,  that 
Sophomores  be  admitted  only  upon  recommendation  of  their  ad- 
visers and  consent  of  the  instructor. 

The  opening  of  the  course  to  some  Sophomores  has  been  of 
value  in  that  it  has  allowed  students  wishing  to  major  in  Psychol- 
ogy and  Philosophy  to  begin  those  studies  early  enough  in  their 
courses  to  complete  the  required  number  of  hours  before  gradua- 
tion.    It  has  enabled  them  also  to  make  a  more  intelligent  choice 
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of  a  major  subject  through  having  had  some  work  in  the  depart- 
ment before  the  time  for  selecting  their  major. 

We  deem  it  expedient  to  offer  the  elementary  Psychology  for 
the  second  semester  as  well  as  the  first.  This  would  prove  to  be  a 
most  salutary  measure,  both  in  relieving  the  congestion  in  the 
course  during  the  first  semester,  and  in  insuring  a  more  suitable 
degree  of  preparation  for  the  subject  by  requiring  students  to 
postpone  taking  it  till  at  least  the  second  semester  of  the  Sopho- 
more year.  This  plan  also  articulates  better  with  the  courses  in 
Pedagogy.  It  will  in  all  probability  be  the  course  pursued  here- 
after. 

The  laboratory  course  in  Experimental  Psychology  was  given 
to  nine  students — a  somewhat  larger  number  than  the  laboratory 
will  accommodate  conveniently. 

The  course  in  Metaphysics  and  the  Reading  course  in  Psy- 
chology, which  had  not  been  given  for  the  past  two  years,  en- 
rolled respectively  six  and  twenty-six  students. 

A  noteworthy  occurrence  in  the  department  during  the  past 
year  was  the  formation  of  the  Philosophical  Club,  organized 
among  the  members  of  the  courses  in  the  History  of  Philosophy. 
At  the  meetings  of  the  club,  which  were  held  fortnightly  in  a 
room  in  the  library,  there  was  manifest  a  spirit  of  deep  interest  in 
the  significant  currents  of  philosophic  thought.  During  the  first 
part  of  the  year,  the  general  topic  of  the  meetings  was  "Historical 
Conceptions  of  the  Soul",  while  for  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  the 
discussions  were  on  the  problems  of  The  Theory  of  Knowledge. 

In  the  way  of  material  improvements,  a  series  of  portraits  of 
the  most  prominent  philosophers  has  been  hung  in  the  philosophi- 
cal class  room  in  Middle  College,  and  these  together  with  the  new 
decorations  put  in  this  past  summer,  serve  to  make  more  interesting 
and  attractive  the  old  room,  already  famous  through  its  associa- 
tions with  Emerson  and  with  Blaisdell. 

The  needs  of  the  department  were  set  forth  in  the  last  re- 
port and  we  can  hardly  do  more  here  than  repeat  our  plea  for 
more  adequate  manning  of  the  department.  Two  men  rather  than 
one  are  necessary,  in  order  to  conserve  the  interest  in  Philosophy — 
a  subject  whose  influence  in  the  life  and  thought  of  the  student 
is  apt  to  be  overlooked  in  this  day  of  search  for  what  is  most 


PHYSICS  33 

practical,  and  to  keep  pace  with  the  rapid  growth  of  Psychology 
— that  most  vital  of  modern  sciences. 


Physics. 
(Professor  Culver.) 

During  the  first  semester  of  the  current  year  three  courses 
were  given:  General  Sophomore  Physics,  Theory  of  Experi- 
mental and  Applied  Electricity  and  Musical  Accoustics.  The 
general  course  ran  throughout  the  year,  Electrical  Measurements 
and  a  Senior  Thesis  Course  being  the  advanced  courses  given 
during  the  second  semester. 

As  a  result  of  the  personal  generosity  of  -  the  members  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  and  other  friends  of  the  College  in  providing 
funds  for  the  purchase  of  needed  apparatus,  the  course  in  Elec- 
trical Measurements  has  been  properly  equipped  and  is  now  on  a 
par  with  similar  courses  in  other  Colleges. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  department  has  been  under  the 
frequent  necessity  of  asking  for  funds  in  relatively  large  amounts 
we  hesitate  to  mention  a  need  which  was  cited  in  our  last  report. 
We  refer  to  the  need  of  additional  laboratory  tables  costing  ap- 
proximately $140.00. 

In  our  previous  report  we  mentioned  a  projected  series  of 
popular  scientific  lectures  to  be  given  for  the  benefit  of  the  general 
student  body  and  the  college  community.  The  pressure  of  regu- 
lar work  has  prevented  the  carrying  out  of  this  plan  during  the 
past  year  but  we  expect  to  be  able  to  offer  such  a  course  of  lec- 
tures during  the  ensuing  year. 

The  writer  has  also  had  under  consideration  the  question  of 
extending  the  Radiotelegraph  service  at  present  maintained  by  this 
department.  We  have  for  some  time  past  maintained  a  daily 
weather  report  service  which  has  been  received  by  several  news- 
papers and  High  Schools  within  a  radius  of  thirty-five  miles.  We 
believe  that  Beloit  is  unique  in  this  respect  and  that  this  service 
has  reacted  to  the  advantage  of  the  College.  It  has  occurred  to 
us  that  Beloit  could  secure  and  maintain  a  still  more  unique  posi- 
tion in  this  respect  by  installing  and  maintaining  a  wireless  time 
service  throughout  the  North  Central  states.     The  department  has 
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consulted  with  Dr.  Hamilton,  and  the  Director  of  our  Observa- 
tory concurs  with  the  writer  in  the  opinion  that  the  plan  of  util- 
izing the  Observatory  and  the  Radiotelegraph  Station  for  the 
purpose  of  maintaining  a  wireless  time  service  over  the  territory 
above  mentioned  is  practicable,  and  that  such  a  service  would 
react  to  the  advantage  of  both  departments  involved  and  to  the 
College  as  a  whole. 

It  would  be  our  purpose  to  give  gratuitous  time  service  to 
educational  institutions,  newspapers,  and  the  shipping  on  the 
Lakes.  To  institute  and  maintain  such  a  service  over  a  territory 
of  300  miles  radius  would  necessitate  the  purchase  of  a  larger 
transformer  than  the  one  now  used.  This  would  cost  approxi- 
mately $350.00.     The  cost  of  maintenance  would  be  but  nominal. 

Owing  to  the  fact,  however,  that  regular  astronomical  ob- 
servations are  required  in  order  to  maintain  such  a  service,  it 
would  not  be  possible  to  establish  a  time  service  without  addi- 
tional  help   in   the   department   of   Mathematics  and   Astronomy. 

In  passing  it  might  be  said  that  it  seems  probable  that  some 
college  or  university,  having  an  observatory,  will  lead  off  in  the 
near  future. 

Passing  to  the  matter  of  the  departmental  library,  it  may  be 
said  that  an  effort  has  been  made  to  strengthen  this  part  of  our 
equipment.  With  the  funds  put  at  our  disposal  by  the  Library 
Committee  it  has  been  possible  to  secure  a  number  of  additional 
books  which  were  greatly  needed,  and  also  to  add  one  or  two 
journals  to  our  list.  It  is  hoped  that  we  may  be  able  to  add 
several  foreign  journals  for  the  benefit  of  advanced  students  and 
the  department  in  general.  On  the  whole  the  departmental  library 
is  coming  to  compare  favorably  with  similar  libraries  in  other 
colleges. 

Feeling  that  the  work  of  any  science  department  is  materially 
strengthened  by  research  work  on  the  part  of  its  staff,  we  have 
endeavored  to  prosecute  a  limited  amount  of  original  investigation, 
the  results  of  which  will  probably  be  in  print  before  the  publication 
of  this  report. 

In  common  with  several  other  departments  we  have  for  the 
first  time  required  a  thesis  of  our  major  students.  The  plan  has 
proved  satisfactory  and  has  served  to  strengthen  the  work  of  the 
department. 
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At  present  all  courses  except  the  general  Sophomore  course 
are  given  in  alternate  years.  It  would  seem  desirable  to  offer  cer- 
tain of  the  advanced  courses  each  year,  and  also  to  introduce  a 
course  in  Advanced  Physical  Measurments,  covering  Mechanics, 
Heat,  and  Sound.  We  are  offering  only  elementary  laboratory 
work  in  these  lines  at  present.  We  plan  to  offer  such  a  course 
during  the  second  semester  of  next  year,  but  it  will  be  physically 
impossible  to  offer  the  advanced  courses  each  year.  The  amount 
of  time  consumed  in  caring  for  the  equipment  prevents  this. 

In  closing  we  would  call  attention  to  the  pressing  need  of  a 
comfortable  well-equipped  general  science  lecture  room  in  Pear- 
sons Hall.  The  room  known  as  The  Auditorium  is  at  present  al- 
most wholly  unfit  for  use. 


Public  Speaking. 

(Assistant  Professor  Crawford.) 

During  the  year  1910-1  1  about  one  hundred  students  were 
enrolled  in  the  classes  in  Public  Speaking;  this  number  included 
seventeen  women.  Hitherto  the  women  were  scattered  about  in 
the  various  men's  classes  and  given  the  same  kind  of  work  as  the 
men.  A  special  course  was  introduced  for  women,  so  that  they 
now  meet  as  a  class  and  are  given  work  that  fits  into  the  various 
occasions  in  woman's  sphere  that  call  for  Public  Speaking. 

The  Beloit  College  Interscholastic  Debating  League  was  com- 
pleted last  year  by  adding  Kenosha  to  the  Wisconsin  division  and 
Oak  Park  to  the  Illinois  division.  The  winner  of  the  Wisconsin 
division  (Beloit  High)  met  and  defeated,  in  the  final  contest  at 
Beloit  College,  Freeport  High,  the  winner  from  the  Illinois  divi- 
sion. The  College  Chapel  was  crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity, 
and  a  very  enthusiastic,  manly,  and  instructing  debate  followed. 
In  the  evening  the  visiting  students  were  given  an  opportunity  to 
witness  the  debate  between  Grinnell  and  Beloit  Colleges. 

The  Chapter  of  Delta  Sigma  Rho  was  formally  organized 
last  year  at  a  banquet  held  at  the  Hotel  Hilton. 

A  new  field  for  oratorical  ability  was  entered  and  captured, 
— that  of  the  Peace  Oratorical  Contest. 
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The  record  in  the  inter-collegiate  contest  for  the  year  was 
quite  satisfactory.  Beloit  took  first  and  third  in  the  State  con- 
test and  third  in  the  National.  The  Knox  debate  was  won, 
the  Albion  debate  lost,  and  the  Grinnell  debate  won.  The  lit- 
erary societies  took  on  a  new  life  and  did  some  really  good  work. 
The  Freshmen  Oratorical  contest,  which  takes  the  place  of  the 
Declamation  contest,  proved  very  satisfactory. 

The  starting  of  Public  Speaking  from  a  declamation  basis, 
having  been  changed  to  that  of  a  thought  analysis  system,  has 
made  the  allotted  time,  one  hour  a  week,  insufficient.  This  is 
proving  a  serious  handicap  to  the  progress  of  the  work  in  the  de- 
partment, and  it  is  hoped  that  the  course  will  be  extended  in  the 
near  future  to  two  or  three  hours  more  a  week. 


Romance  Languages. 
(Assistant  Professor  Young.) 

As  the  writer  of  this  report  was  called  to  Beloit  College  in 
the  middle  of  the  year  1910-11  he  can  speak  definitely  of  the 
second  semester's  work  only.  The  classes  of  the  first  semester 
were  carried  on  with  little  change.  One  hundred  and  eighty-five 
students  took  final  examinations,  being  distributed  among  four 
classes  of  first  year  French,  one  class  of  second  year  French,  one 
advanced  class  in  the  masterpieces  of  the  French  drama  from 
Moliere  to  Rostand,  one  class  in  French  conversation  and  one  class 
of  first  year  Spanish.  As  the  class  in  French  conversation  met 
only  once  a  week,  the  total  number  of  hours  for  these  eight  classes 
amounted  to  twenty-two  hours  per  week. 

With  the  addition  of  an  instructor  the  congestion  of  schedules 
is  relieved  and  an  opportunity  given  for  the  introduction  of  new 
courses.     A  prosperous  year  for  this  department  seems  assured. 


The  Art  Hall. 
(Mrs.   Helen  B.   Emerson,  Curator.) 
The  additions  to  the  Art  Collections  from  June  15,  1910,  to 
October  1 ,  1911,  have  been  of  unusual  value  and  interest.  Nota- 
ble among  them  are  four  oil  portraits  of  distinguished  Alumni  of 
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the  College,  viz.  those  of  James  W.  Strong,  1856,  President- 
Emeritus  of  Carleton  College ;  Thomas  C.  Chamberlin,  1  866,  the 
great  soldier-missionary,  associate  founder  with  Neesima  of 
Doshisha  College,  Kyoto,  Japan;  Henry  Clay  Simmons,  1869, 
President  of  Fargo  College  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

The  addresses  at  the  unveiling  and  presentation  of  these  fine 
portraits  in  the  Art  Hall,  June  19,  191  1,  by  eminent  Alumni  and 
friends  of  the  College  were  most  interesting  and  impressive.  They 
complete  the  first  score  of  portraits  of  Alumni  and  friends,  which 
make  a  fine  nucleus  for  the  future  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  in  the 
new  Art  Gallery  that  is  to  be.  An  oil  landscape  of  scenery 
near  Beloit  is  the  gift  of  the  artist,  Mr.  Richard  Peck,  as  is  also 
a  beautiful  marine  water  color  on  the  California  coast  by  Mrs. 
Ira  M'.  Buell;  A  California  Mountain  Scene,  by  Mr.  Coons,  was 
added  by  purchase. 

Recent  acquisitions  are  a  pastel  landscape  and  two  marbles, 
"The  Friends",  by  B.  Vecchi,  and  "After  tthe  Party"  from  the 
collection  of  Mrs.  Dixon,  a  sister  of  Prof.  Wright,  who  has  him- 
self given  a  large  number  of  unbound  magazines  to  the  library. 
These  marbles  with  their  verde  antique  pedestals  are  an  attractive 
addition  to  the  collections.  Two  specimens  of  polished  Wisconsin 
mahogany  granite  are  from  the  American  Granite  Company  of 
Milwaukee.  From  the  former  collection  of  Hon.  S.  T.  Merrill, 
his  daughter,  Miss  Helen  Merrill,  has  given  a  valuable  megaletho- 
scope  and  twelve  large  photographs  of  foreign  cities  and  scenes. 
One  hundred  books  and  pamphlets  have  been  added  to  the  library, 
making  a  total  of  2,600  volumes.  Among  them  are  Sterling's 
"Annals  of  the  Artists  of  Spain"  in  four  large  illustrated  vol- 
umes; a  beautiful  illustrated  History  of  Florence  and  a  volume  of 
rare  engravings  from  Raphael's  Transfiguration,  the  volume  con- 
taining "seventeen  heads  from  the  paintings,  traced  from  the  pic- 
ture and  finished  of  the  same  size",  and  a  copy  of  the  Transfig- 
uration and  of  the  portrait  of  Raphael  in  the  Vatican;  a  remark- 
able and  valuable  collection  of  nineteen  large  "proof"  engravings 
from  the  burin  of  the  eminent  French  engraver,  J.  Gau- 
baud.  There  is  also  "a  discriminating  analysis  of  the  painting 
translated  from  the  French  into  Spanish  and  from  thence  into 
English,   with  remarks   and  observations   by   distinguished   artists 
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and  writers  who  have  written  upon  the  celebrated  picture",  rec- 
ognized as  the  foremost  work  of  art  in  the  domain  of  painting.  It 
was  published  in  London  in  1817  and  is  now  out  of  print.  It  is 
the  kindly  and  generous  gift  of  Mrs.  Amanda  Brace  Crandall,  a 
sister  of  the  Curator. 

To  quote  the  words  of  Director  French  of  the  Chicago  Art 
Institute,  an  honored  Commencement  guest,  "the  need  of  a  new 
Art  Hall  to  safely  and  adequately  enshrine  our  art  treasures  is 
a  felt  want". 


The  LibraPxY. 
(Professor  Deane,  Librarian.) 

Our  records  show  that  during  the  year  2,280  volumes  have 
been  added  from  all  sources,  a  slight  increase  over  the  additions 
of  the  preceding  year.  This  brings  our  total  number  of  accessions 
up  to  47,040  bound  volumes  and  26,224  pamphlets.  Some  al- 
lowance should  be  made  for  the  withdrawal  of  outworn  and  out- 
grown books  from  time  to  time,  but  the  above  numbers  represent 
approximately  the  present  strength  of  the  collection.  The  new 
fund  provided  by  the  will  of  the  late  Honorable  George  W.  Ry- 
land,  of  Lancaster,  Wisconsin,  is  set  apart  for  the  purchase  of 
books  of  permanent  value.  The  first  large  purchase  from  the  in- 
come of  this  fund  is  that  of  the  new  edition  of  the  Encyclopedia 
Brittanica.  The  income  of  the  library  fund  of  the  Academy  has* 
been  assigned  to  the  uses  of  the  Department  of  Pedagogy. 

The  total  number  of  books,  pamphlets  and  periodicals  drawn 
this  year  is  12,111,  an  increase  of  more  than  ten  per  cent 
over  the  preceding  year.  The  increase  in  the  circulation  of  books 
has  been  over  fourteen  per  cent.  These  numbers  take  no  account 
of  the  use  of  books  in  the  Library  building  itself.  The  capacity 
of  our  reading  rooms  has  been  taxed  to  the  utmost.  It  has  hap- 
pened repeatedly  that  every  available  chair  has  been  taken. 

The  Department  Library  in  Pearsons  Hall  is  still  maintained, 
though  it  has  hardly  passed  the  experimental  stage.  It  is  doubtful 
whether  it  can  ever  be  fully  satisfactory  in  operation  without  a 
paid  assistant  in  charge. 

Gratifying  as  are  the  evidences  of  the  growing  use  of  the 
Library,  they  render  well-nigh  imperative  a  further  increase  of  our 
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equipment.  In  view  of  the  crowding  of  our  reading-rooms  the 
Library  Committee  of  the  Faculty  has  directed  the  Librarian  to  re- 
quest that  the  two  north  rooms  on  the  second  floor,  formerly  known 
as  the  Faculty  room  and  the  English  Seminary  room,  be  thrown 
into  one  room,  this  to  be  used  as  a  reading-room  for  the  Senior 
class.  This  will  relieve  the  congestion  in  the  rooms  on  the  first 
floor,  and  will  confer  a  suitable  privilege  upon  the  members  of 
the  Senior  class. 

The  steady  increase  of  the  size  of  the  Library  in  all  its  parts 
also  requires  me  to  call  attention  once  more  to  the  urgent  need  of 
completing  our  stacks.  The  present  crowding  of  our  books  neces- 
sitates such  division  of  kindred  material  as  to  interfere  seriously 
with  the  convenience  of  readers  and  attendants.  It  also  compels 
us  to  spend  time  and  money  on  expedients  of  arrangement  and 
grouping  that  are  but  temporary.  An  overflow  from  the  room  for 
State  documents  must  be  stored  in  another  room.  Our  Govern- 
ment documents  must  be  separated  or  sets  broken  up.  We  must 
resort  to  a  temporary  division  of  our  unbound  periodicals  and 
newspapers.  Bound  periodicals,  which  are  of  increasing  im- 
portance for  reference  in  many  courses,  must  be  shifted.  Scat- 
tered as  they  are  in  all  parts  of  the  building  they  are  difficult  of 
access,  and  yet  without  additional  shelving  no  other  provision  can 
be  made  for  them.  And  the  insertion  of  new  books  in  their 
proper  places  almost  demands  a  readjustment  that  would  be  ex- 
pensive because  only  temporary.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  for 
the  sake  of  both  use  and  economy  the  additional  stacks  may  soon 
be  provided. 


The  Logan  Museum. 

During  the  year  it  seemed  best  for  the  undersigned  to  resign 
from  his  work  as  Curator  of  the  Logan  Museum;  this  resignation 
was  accepted  and  Mr.  I.  M1.  Buell,  class  of  1  878,  who  has  had 
large  experience  as  a  teacher  and  investigator,  especially  along 
Geological  lines,  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Mr.  Buell 
has  entered  upon  his  work  with  great  enthusiasm  and  with  the 
most  painstaking  industry. 

Mr.  Logan  has  supplied  the  funds  for  the  purchase  of  ten 
new   Museum   cases,   which   are   placed   on   the  second   floor  of 
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Memorial  Hall.  As  quickly  as  possible  the  new  Curator  will 
have  these  cases  filled  with  material  now  in  storage.  This  addi- 
tion will  double  the  capacity  of  the  Museum  and  it  will  permit  the 
exhibition  of  much  new  material.  The  courses  in  Archaeology 
are  temporarily  suspended  while  the  Curator  is  arranging  the 
new  exhibits. 

G.  L.  Collie. 


TREASURER'S  BALANCE  SHEET 
OF  PERMANENT  FUNDS 

October  1,  1911. 
ASSETS. 
Productive 

Bills  and  Accounts  Receivable.  .$427,537.22 

Bonds    304,000.00 

College   Buildings    (Dormitories)      86,000.00 
Stocks   (Including  Premium)  .  .  .      39,000.00 

Real  Estate 355,600.00 

Total  Productive.  .....  $1,212,137.22 

Unproductive 
Plant 

College  Buildings 

(Not  Yielding  Revenue)  .  .$304,500.00 

College  Grounds    89,000.00 

Equipment    131,000.00 

524,500.00 
Real  Estate 

Beloit    $10,000.00 

Chicago _     625.00     10,625.00 

Total    Unproductive 535,125.00 

Total  Fund  in  Trust.  .  .  $1,747,262.22 

LIABILITIES. 
Endowment 

Productive $1,199,637.22 

Bills  Payable 12,500.00 

Total  Invested $1,212,137.22 

(As   shown   above — Income 
only  available  for 
current  expense.) 
Endowment 
Unproductive 

which  are  productive) 524,500.00 

$1,747,262.22 
Plant    (not    including    dormitories 

Real   Estate    10,625.00 
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